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important to notice that the exact sciences
were regarded as the standard to which the
others should endeavour to attain, as appears
by the commentary on a subsequent passage in
these very verses. On the phrase " using judg-
ment both in cleansing and in setting free thy
soul," Hierokles explains that the cleansing or
lustration of the rational soul means the
mathematic sciences, and that the upward-
leading liberation (avay&ybs \vcn$)y the freedom
that is progressive, is scientific inquiry^ or a
scientific view of things (SiakefcriKr} T&V OVTMV
eTTOTrraa), the clear and exact vision of one
who has attained the?" highest grade of initiation.
Accordingly, the medical sciences never lost
the tradition of progress by continuous observa-
tion impressed on tMm by Hippocrates; and
in the Alexandrian museum were trained that
galaxy of famous physicians and naturalists
which kept the school illustrious until the claims
of culture were restored by the Arab conquest.
Nor is it possible to deny the conception and
practice of political progress to the great jurists
of Rome, any more than that of ethical progress
to the Stoic moralists. To the best minds,
with whatever subject occupied, there was
present this conception of divine Nature
patiently educating the hitthan race, ready to
bring out of her storehouse good things without
number in the proper time.